DOVER

returned in triumph, having won for England command of the
Narrow Seas.

Hubert de Burgh was rewarded for his loyalty with the title
of Earl of Kent and Governor of Dover Castle,  The town now
entered upon a period of prosperity, broken only by its sack
by the French in 1295.   Its prosperity was chiefly derived
from passenger traffic, in particular that of pilgrims, for whom
Hubert de Burgh built a Maison Dieu.    By the fifteenth
century the number of pilgrims began to decline, but Dover,
which had become the chief port for the continent, became
increasingly the scene of royal visits.   In 1415 Dover wel-
comed Henry V, fresh from his victory of Agineourt, on which
occasion he gave the position of Lord Warden to * the good old
knight/ Sir Thomas Erpingham, 'who contributed greatly to
the glorious victory by giving the signal to and leading on the
archers '.   In 1421, Henry V was again at Dover, this time to
welcome his bride, Katherine of France, and to be carried with
her through the water by the enthusiastic Barons of the
Cinque Ports.   But the following year his widowed queen
brought back his dead body from France to Dover to be met
by the Archbishop of Canterbury and mourning crowds of
clergy and townsfolk.

In Henry VIIFs reign Dover was twice the scene of
splendid pageantry, when the King and Wolsey rode down to
welcome the Emperor Charles V, The first visit took place
when Henry was on his way to meet Francis I of France at the
field of the Cloth of Gold, an occasion famed for the fabulous
magnificence of the two sovereigns and their escorts* On the

4